
 

Brexit Update 10 August 2020 by Camilla Call, Brexit Advisor 

 

This week’s update focuses on the findings from the study into collective uncertainty from Brexit 

driving UK emigration alongside the soon to be introduced points-based immigration system. Both of 

these raise questions on the future of the human landscape in Dorset and the opportunities and 

threats these may bring.  

 

The full report of the study by Dr. Daniel Auer and Daniel Tetlow, mentioned in last week’s update, 

has now been published. The study – Brexit, Collective Uncertainty and Migration Decisions – looks 

to understand whether the collective uncertainty from the 2016 referendum vote to leave the EU is 

a driver of people emigrating from the UK. Interviews with emigrants to Germany before and after 

the referendum suggests it was not actual socio-economic changes driving them to move, but 

perceived changes that would come about from Brexit. Some would argue this to be a reason for the 

Leave result, because of perceptions borne out of media and political broadcasting, and 

unfortunately when emotive messaging is anchored to things people feel passionately about, it’s 

very difficult to change such sentiments.  

The study found that of the sampled emigrants, the “economic uncertainty and risk created by the 

Brexit referendum had a stronger influence on migration decision making than the uncertainty and 

risk that is inherent with migration”. This included people leaving well paid jobs in the UK and while 

they still haven’t found work eight months after migrating, they still believe taking this risk was 

better than staying and facing uncertainty in the UK. In fact, almost two thirds of the sample who 

migrated after the 2016 referendum agreed to either a pay cut or a pay freeze as part of their 

migration decision. The findings supported the hypothesis that it was negative perceptions of life in 

the UK after Brexit driving the decisions to migrate rather than positive perceptions of life in Europe 

enticing them to move. 

While it’s hard to pinpoint how many people are leaving and why, should we be worried about this 

in Dorset coupled with the soon to be introduced points-based immigration system? With a strong 

tourism and international student sector and an expanding university, it should continue to attract 

this cohort of visitors when reviewing the further details statement. The current challenge to this, 

however, is restrictions from COVID-19. One challenge often stated by Dorset businesses is the 

ability to recruit skilled workers so the question is; will this improve or worsen as a result of the 

perceived impacts of Brexit, mentioned above, and the new immigration policy, which seeks to 

“attract the very best and brightest talent from around the world”? The Global Talent route was 

launched earlier this year under the current system for non-EU citizens to improve the UK’s 

attractiveness to highly skilled individuals with specialist skills, replacing Tier 1 (Exceptional Talent). 

This is designed to attract “recognised global leaders, and the leaders of tomorrow in science, 

humanities, engineering, the arts (including film, fashion design and architecture) and digital 

technology, enriching the UK’s knowledge, economy and society”.  

Time will tell how the sentiments of the Brexit vote and points-based immigration system affect us in 

Dorset, but in the meantime is there anything else we can do to drive positive sentiments and 

positively influence people’s decision to live/work/visit here? One such message that springs to mind 

is the fairly recent news around Bournemouth being the fastest growing digital town in the UK 

according to a report by Tech Nation. That’s the kind of headline we want to see about the area and 

one that will positively impact the image and in turn increase awareness and interest.  

https://bibliothek.wzb.eu/pdf/2020/vi20-102.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/uk-points-based-immigration-system-further-details-statement/uk-points-based-immigration-system-further-details-statement


 

 

We heard on 4 August about the decision-making algorithm to be scrapped for visa applicants, 

according to a letter from Home Office solicitors seen by the Guardian. It’s claimed the artificial 

intelligent system unfairly filters applications and the decision to no longer use it comes ahead of a 

judicial review brought about from the Joint Council for the Welfare of Immigrants (JCWI). This is 

topical with the review into the Windrush scandal where the Home Secretary accepted all the 

findings of the Wendy Williams Windrush Lessons Learned Review. 

It was announced on 7 August (GOV.UK) that £650 million is to be invested into Northern Ireland to 

help traders and support peace, prosperity and reconciliation projects on the island of Ireland. This 

includes a new free-to-use Trader Support Service (TSS) which is an “end-to-end support service to 

deal with import and safety and security declarations on behalf of traders”. Brandon Lewis, 

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, said the service will “ensure that businesses of all sizes can 

have import processes dealt with on their behalf, at no cost” and will help to deal with goods coming 

from Great Britain and the rest of the world. This follows questions around the Northern Ireland 

protocol and how businesses here will be impacted after it was initially said there’d be no hard 

border, but more recently confirmed that some checks would be required.  

A study by the Institute for Government – Trade and Regulation after Brexit – published 10 August 

felt the government will struggle to conclude trade deals and achieve the regulatory autonomy it 

said would be the big win of Brexit. It mentions the ongoing disagreements on food standards and 

animal welfare and cites a poll commissioned by the Food Standards Agency where 68% of 

respondents said they were concerned about whether food would continue to be safe and hygienic 

after Brexit. The EU’s ban on treating beef cattle with growth hormones was found to be against its 

World Trade Organisation (WTO) obligations and was therefore subject to authorised retaliation; the 

EU settled by compensating the US and Canada in the form of increased tariff-rate quotas for their 

nonhormone-treated beef exports. The report feels that if the UK wants to maintain its ban on 

hormone-treated beef, as it’s unlikely to be successfully defended due to it already being found to 

be non-compliant with WTO obligations, it’ll likely have to go down a similar compensatory route or 

comply with allowing it. This is just one dispute it would inherit from the EU. The report stresses the 

time constraint we’re under to agree a deal by the end of the year and warns of the risk of making 

concessions on regulatory issues.  

While trade deals are still being negotiated, several media outlets are recalling the estimates by 

Britain’s trade department earlier this year that a modelled trade deal between the UK and Japan 

and the UK and the United States could increase GDP only marginally. The FT quotes the Japan deal 

as potentially increasing GDP by 0.07% over the long run compared to Treasury estimates that 

coming out of the single market and customs union could lose about 5% of potential GDP over 15 

years. The Independent quotes a figure of 0.2% for the US trade deal. 

 

Dorset Chamber delivers a free of charge Brexit advice service to all businesses, funded by BCP 
Council and Dorset Council. For information and advice please contact us at gateway@dcci.co.uk / 
01202 714800 or visit dorsetchamber.co.uk. 
 

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2020/aug/04/home-office-to-scrap-racist-algorithm-for-uk-visa-applicants
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/major-650-million-investment-for-northern-ireland?utm_source=62f89f14-f03f-4e34-9e20-b1bad60f9a28&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/trade-and-regulation-after-brexit.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/uk-trade-agreements-with-non-eu-countries?utm_source=cd86bf19-0b29-429a-a8c7-8d22d965ca8c&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=daily
https://www.ft.com/content/177c3338-5464-4aa1-898b-885f25aeb196
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/brexit-boris-johnson-trade-deal-us-chlorinated-chicken-a9661846.html
mailto:gateway@dcci.co.uk

